Financial Guide for Immigrant
Families Facing Deportation

1. Managing Bank Accounts

Keep your account open for ongoing obligations like mortgage or family support.
Avoid withdrawing all cash. Options include online banking, joint accounts, or
granting a financial Power of Attorney.

2. Joint Bank Accounts

Adding a trusted person to your account gives them full access. Be cautious, as
they can use all funds and may inherit the account.

3. Power of Attorney

Grant a trusted person legal authority to manage finances. Not all banks accept
POA check with yours.

4. Credit Cards

Notify your card company of your address change, cancel recurring payments,
and monitor activity. Credit card debt continues even outside the U.S.

5. Debit Cards

Linked to your bank account—can be used abroad in many cases. Check for
fees and decide whether to close the account.

6. Secure Key Information

Keep records of account numbers, contact info, passwords, etc., in a secure
place. Do not share unless necessary.

7. Avoid Fraud & Scams

Watch for phishing, unknown requests, and unsecure Wi-Fi. Confirm all
transactions with your bank.
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Action Steps

Copy IDs, certificates, medical and school records

Sign POA and legal guardian forms for caregivers and
finances

Notify your bank; decide whether to close or transfer
access

Prepare POA or plans to sell/lease homes, vehicles, or
businesses

Secure legal custody with documents accessible to
U.S.-based caregivers

Give clear instructions: if detained by ICE, ask to call
and report your situation

Know your local support networks
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